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thanlcs of this Common Hall be given to 
Robert Waithman, esq. who moved, and 
Samuel Favell, esq. who seconded the se- 
veral resolutions which have been agreed 
to this day. 

15. Resolved unanimously — That the 
thanks of this Common Hall be given to 
the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 
for his readiness in calling this meeting, 
and his impartial conduct in the chair this 
day. 

DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 

INTERNAL DISTURBANCES.* 

It is impossible to consider this subject, 
including, as it necessarily does, a retro- 
spect to past, but not very remote times, 
without shuddering at the " dreadful notes 
of preparation," which appear to strike 
every eye, and every ear, but those, that 



"We Are quite free from internal dis- 
turbances in the north. The causes which 
have long operated to produce disturban- 
ces in the south, do not exist with us, or 
at least not at all in the same proportion. 
Our poor people are more independent 
of the richer classes. Those employed in 
manufactories are not so much under the 
power of their employers, as the small cot- 
tiers, and labourers are of the landhold- 
ers, and consequently they are not so much 
oppressed. Independence enlarges their 
views. The disturbances in the south ap- 
pear to proceed from long continued op- 
pressions of the poor, who feel their op- 
pressions, and are not sufficiently enlight- 
ened to perceive that violence on their 
parts only renders their situation worse. 
We do not. wonder at their outrages, and 
that men with uncultivated minds taking 
revenge into their own hands, showld com- 
mit shocking crimes. Instead of looking 
exclusively at their faults, Jet us look at 
the language and conduct of the higher 
classes. How dto the rich, menliants of 
Waterford, and other commercial toxvus 
in the south, and the aristocratic 'squires 
of the county Tipperary, speak of the 
poor papists and natives, as they call them, 
as if we had not all a common country 
and ■birth-place in Ireland. We see that 
with the highest state of mental improve- 
ment, men do not easily forgive injuries : 
Imv then can we expect that these men, 
'■brayed in the mortar by the pestle -of 
the church and of the state," men oppres- 
sed by their landlords, kept in poverty 
and ignorance, ridiculed and abused, 
should conquer the propensities of our 
common nature, and be alone blamed for 



should be constantly open and watchful 
for the peace and welfare of the public. 
The pretended hostility of the Shanavestt 
and Caravats to each other is now laid a- 
side, because no longer deemed necessary, 
and a peace, hostile to public tranquillity, 
has been announced between the adverse 
parties. Corps of peasantry are carrying 
on military operations throughout the coun- 
ties of Kilkenny, Tipperary, Limerick 3nd 
the adjacent parts, as if they were acting 
under the sanction of thejlaws. Systema- 
tic robbery supplies them with arms, and 
their depredations are carried on with lit- 
tle or bo appearance of tumultuary vio- 
lence. AH field sports are given over ; the 
fowler is sure to be despoiled of his gun ; 
and, unless a speedy and effectual check 
is given to the spirit of insurrection, the 
country will present the most dreadful of 
all spectacles, an armed peasantry, and a 
disarmed gentry. 

Very lately, a fellow in the neighbour- 
hood of Clogheen, told a gentleman, whom 
he met hunting, that if he ever heard a- 
gain-of his dogs and horses going over o- 
ther men's grounds, he would shoot him." 
The hint was effectual, and this alone de- 
monstrates the state of terror and humilia- 
tion, to which the natural guardians of the 
public peace, the country gentlemen, are 
reduced in that part of the country. 

It is computed that upwards of 10,000 
stand of arms arc in the hands of the in- 
surgents in a single district of the county 
Tipperary. 

In the county of Meath there has been a 
great many depredatious perpetrated late- 
ly, by a banditti stiling themselves Jack 
Cardm. On the night of the 16th ult. 
tlicy attacked the farm-yard and offices of 
Mr. T. B. Hardman, and fired several 
shots into tlie house of his bailiff, and hav- 
ing forcibly entered it, threatened to 
shoot him, beat him severelv, and then, in 
a most savage manner, scraped his back 
with a wool card. After thus mat-treating 
the bailiff, they cut down about 250 
young trees in the plantation, and destroy- 

exeesses, which the v!ews of the rich have 
as essentially contributed to produce, as 
their own uninstructed and ungoverned 
passions. Let us not always look at the 
dark side of character for a generous 
display of feeling among the lower clas- 
ses of our country, let us refer to the ac- 
count of their conduct near Cork, as no- 
ticed in the next article, in an extract from. 
Counsellor O'Connel's speech. 
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ed several gates, &c. They then left a 
written paper with the bailiff, threatening 
all persons who should take lands over the 
heads of others in the counties of Dublin, 
Meath, or J/juth. When they departed, 
they took with them five mares and one 
horse, which were afterwards found on the 
hill of Bellewstown. 

On the 8th ult. five large ash trees were 
cut down and carried away from the es- 
tate of George Palmer, esq. near Castle- 
Bellingham. 

On the 24th ult. a meeting of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of Drogheda was held 
there, when they came to sundry resolu- 
tions respecting the disturbed state of the 
country. Among other things they say : 
" We behold with the utmost horror and 
indignation the commencement in this 
neighbourhood of ti at system of noctur- 
nal plunder and depredation, which has 
so long distracted the southern counties of 
this kingdom." The meeting next opened 
a subscription for the purpose of raising a 
fund to reward auch persons as shall be the 
means of discovering the depredators, and 
they also appointed a committee to meet 
weekly in order to devise such measures 
as may be judged necessary, and to com- 
municate wjth neighbouring magistrates. 

On the 2?th ult. a maeiing of the ma- 
gistrates of the county of Meath was 
held at Dunleek, when a committee was 
appointed to enquire into the causes of the 
disturbances which have lately disgraced 
this neighbourhood. They afterwards re- 
solved, " that upon a close investigation, 
and on the report of .the committee, we 
iind that this neighbourhood is in a most 
disturbed state." — They afterwards enter- 
ed into a liberal subscription for obtain- 
ing discoveries, and defraying expences. 

We gladly publish the following sketch 
of Irish character from Counsellor O'Con- 
nell's speech in the Catholic Committee... 
from Cobbett's Register of 19th inst. page 
136. 

" When a detachment of the Brunswick 
corps, quartered at Fermoy, in August last, 
was ordered to embark at Cove, on the 
march from Permoy, some women, who ac- 
companied the soldiers hither, for the pur- 
pose of keeping up with the battalion, or 
because they knew that incumbered with 
children, they would have less prospect of 
being received in the transports, began to 
abandon their children, leaving them in 
the potato gardens aud behind the hedges, 
one or two of the children were found in 
much danger from the cattle and pigs. 



The country people became alarm?d; com- 
passion shot, like electricity, through 
them ; they crouded to the troops and at- 
tended their march, receiving every child 
the women chose to leave behind ; they even 
offered mom y to the mothers to give up 
the children without exposing them. Asto- 
nished at the eagerness of their humanity, 
some of the women availed themselves of 
it, and actually set up their children to 
auction. A child or two between Middle- 
ton and , sold as high as six shillings. 

1 was myself shown some of the children 
in about six weeks after, and the potato 
diet had agreed very well with them. Can 
any man be found so callous to humanity, 
as not to regret that the noble nature of 
the Irish peasant is not better cultivated ; 
but the fact I speak of passed almost as a 
thing of course, and nearly without no- 
tice : it was indeed mentioned in one or 
two of the Cor 1 .: news-papers, but there it 
rested. In England, had a man of fortune, 
out of ostentation or vanity, taken up a 
single child of a foreign soldier it would 
be blazoned forth trmnpet-ton^ued; the 
news-papers \ould never cease extolling 
the bountiful benefactor — the fact would 
be sung in ballads, and recorded in lyric 
poetry ; but in Ireland it is a crime against 
the hirelings of the day, to praise Irish 
virtues ; for which, I tr'ust, that they will 
never forgive me." 

Sir Samuel Romilly, in the midst of his 
numerous professional and political engage- 
ments, does not suffer the cause of huma- 
nity to lie neglected. He has lately writ- 
ten to this country to press the sending 
forward the petition for changing the pun- 
ishment of death for robbing bleach- 
greens, which, he says, he shall -be very 
happy to present to the house of Com- 
mons, as soon as he receives it. 

The Public Bakery of Lisburn not hav- 
ing been latterly conducted so as to an- 
swer the original plan, a new bikery has 
been lately opened in that town, by an in- 
dividual on his own account, with an in- 
tention to embrace the original design of 
such institutions. Connected with the ba- 
kery, there is a store for the sale of oat- 
meal, by retail, which being entire'y con- 
ducted on a ready money plan, affords 
that article on much lower terms to the 
poor, than when it was sold through huck- 
sters, who often trust, and are under the 
necessity of charging a high premium as 
an insurance against the risks of bad debts. 
It is of great importance to the poor to ac- 
custom them to tlejl for tcady money, and 
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practically to convince them of the benefits singular advantage in the town of Belfast, 

of such a mode. Running into debt is ge- It might be connected with the House of 

neraily ruinous to the poor, not only to Industry : the officers of that institution 

their comforts, but frequently to their mo- to conduct the sale without additional ex- 

rality. A poor family dependent solely pense, and the knowledge of the situation 

on their weekly labour, should never ex- of the poor already acquired by the coni- 

cept on extraordinary occasions, as sick- mittee would enable them to select proper 

ness, or great emergencies, anticipate their persons to receive the benefits of such a 

small funds. By so doing they learn ha- scheme, by giving the poor tickets to ena- 

bitsof improvident wastefulness, and only ble them to purchase oat meal in propor- 

transfer the burden to be more severely felt tion to the size of their families, 
again with additional pressure. The Much may be done for the poor by as- 

friends to the poor should strongly incul- sisting them in plans of frugality and fore- 

cate this lesson on those over whom they sight : they may thus be advanced higher 

may have influence. Perhaps the poor can in the scale of civilization, as rational im- 

by no means be more effectually served, provable beings, while mere giving to 

without violating their independence, than them not unfrequently injures by teaching 

by plans calculated to enable them to eco - dependence and a lazy reliance on casual 

nomize their slender earnings; and for supplies. The enlightened science of be- 

rhis purpose, public bakeries and ready- nevolence should always be judiciously 

money meat stores are particularly service- coupled with the practice. Neither, with- 

able. out the aid of the other, is really efficaei- 

An institution of this kind might be of ous. 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

From 20.'/; December, 1810; till IQth January, IS II. 

The long continuance of wet weather has greatly interrupted the progress of the 
plough. Except in the light arid dry soils, very little tillage has yet been accom- 
plished; and unless a favourable change takes place soon, the field work of the far- 
mer will be much behind, and probably occasion a late seed time, as was the case 
last year. 

A very considerable proportion of the wheat intended to be sown, has not been 
got into the ground in proper time. In many parts of the country, the people are 
nusily employed at trenching in their wheat on soils that were too wet to allow of 
Jts being sown earlier. The produce of those late crops will depend more on the 
kind of weather we have in summer, than the earlier ones ; if it prove a cold or wet 
season, they will not arrive at that state of maturity which is necessary to produce 
either good quality, or a sufficient quantity; and although it may sometimes seem 
odviseable to sow wheat at a late season, for the sake of lessening the spring work, 
which in adverse seasons is frequently too heavy for the farmer to get through in 
proper time; yet it is matter of doubt, whether it would not be better for him to 
take the risk of suffering that inconvenience, and sow his ground with potato cat.-, 
which, in soil prepared for wheat, would hardly ever fail of producing him a crop, 
equal if not superior to the wheat, and he would have this advantage in addition, 
that his land would be left in a much cleaner, and less exhausted state, by the one 
than the other. 

The early sown crops of wheat, in a general way, look extremely well, and the 
young clover and grass, sown last spring, have an appearance of furnishing air am- 
ple supply of green food for the ensuing summer; what a pity it is that the gener- 
ality of the Irish farmers, cannot be prevailed on to lay down their lands with ar- 
tificial seeds (which would always secure to them a good crop of grass the first year) 
instead of throwing out their fields in a state of poverty and nakedness, to be over- 
run with weeds, (the natural tenants of the soil) which seldom allow a tolerable crop 
of grass to succeed them in less than three or four years, to the great injury of the 
poor cattle who are turned in to seek their food upon it. 

The prices of grain have not altered much since last report ; but it is the opinion of 
some who are deemed competent judges of such things, that both wheat and oats 
will experience an advance. 



